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PASTOR JIM DUNN  
 

 

2 Peter 3:18 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

Marilyn Erdman Luetjen was a transplant to Kansas City. She was originally from North 

Dakota, and she did not want you to forget that. Nor did we. We figured that it was 

those North Dakota winters that made her tough. Was where she got that teacher look 

she would get in her eye when she was telling you something and meant business. We 

figured it was also those harsh North Dakotan winters that gave her that sly sense of 

humor she had. You’d have to have a sense of humor to survive all of that cabin fever. 

You’d have to learn how to play cards. We figured she got that from North Dakota, 

too.  And what about her love for holding gatherings at her house around lots of good 

food and games of Phase 10? We figured that all came from growing up on the 

sparsely inhabited and snowy plains of North Dakota. 

 

But Marilyn’s habits, her fun-loving nature, her joy reminded us of other roots in her life 

besides North Dakota. There still stands a church on the open prairie where Marilyn 

was born and grew up. Immanuel Lutheran Church of Willow City, North Dakota.  

“City” being a misnomer in this case. The church stands in the middle of open prairie. 

But that church was where this verse was spoken over Marilyn the day of her 

Confirmation: “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

Wasn’t it the grace and knowledge of Jesus we witnessed in Marilyn?  Wasn’t it that 

peculiar mix of joy and love? Love for others and love for Jesus. Revealed in constant 

service to others.  
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Wasn’t it the grace and knowledge of Jesus that led Marilyn Erdman to leave North 

Dakota for Seward, Nebraska to study to become a Lutheran schoolteacher? And 

there she continued to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. And 

that eventually brought her here to Kansas City and this Immanuel and Bob Luetjen. 

And then Marilyn and Bob together grew in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. That growing helped make her the teacher she was, led them to make 

God’s Word the roots for their home and the raising of their four children, and enabled 

her to serve the church, to serve you and me in so many ways.  

 

That growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ continued 

throughout her life through faithful attendance in Bible Class and Sunday worship. Just 

ten days ago, Marilyn worshiped with us here for the last time. It was on a Wednesday 

at Immanuel’s midweek Lenten service. The service was at noon. Then, she stayed with 

us for the luncheon afterward. During which she mentioned to some of you that she 

was going to bring her LWML mite box on Sunday, even though she wouldn’t be able 

to stay for the LWML meeting. 

 

Well, Marilyn did not make it here last Sunday. I bet she was ticked that her mite box 

was still sitting at home while she was in the hospital. No doubt, she wanted to be here 

in God’s house, but her body wasn’t cooperating. While the grace and knowledge of 

Jesus are things in which we are to grow even into old age, the body merely grows 

frail. “A body You prepared for Me.” Words Jesus quoted from the Psalms regarding 

Himself… a body for Him to grow frail on the cross. Because that is the effect that sin 

has on us all. It’s the result of living in a fallen world.  

 

God did not create us to die. We age and die because of sin. Of which we are both 

the perpetrators and the victims. But Jesus knew no sin. He became sin for us. Allowed 

sin to have the same effect on Himself that it has on us. Then went one step further. This 

is the grace of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus suffered the full 

punishment of all sin, Marilyn’s, yours, mine, and everybody’s. Jesus suffered the 

eternal death of body and soul, the suffering of hell, of all that the devil and the 

demons of hell could throw at Him as He hung on a cross.  He suffered the separation 

from God, the separation of heaven from earth at its most extreme. 
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He did this so that the day may come when there will be no separation of heaven and 

earth. As it says in 2 Peter 3, just five verses before Marilyn’s Confirmation verse. “In 

keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth.” 

On that day when Jesus will return to this earth. On that day when Marilyn’s body will 

be raised, and yours, and mine.  

 

In the meantime, she is at rest in heaven with her Lord Jesus Christ. By the grace of 

God, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, you and I look forward to the same. So that 

what? So that we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 

Marilyn did not do alone. She did this alongside many of you over the years. As she 

had done with her birth family back in North Dakota so long ago, when she was 

growing up. Only, this kind of growing by means of God’s Word and Lord’s Supper 

does not stop. By His grace will continue in your life within the family of Jesus. To Him be 

the glory both now and forever.  

 

Amen 

 


